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Publisher's Note 


Vasishtha Ganapati Muni (1878-1936), famed 2 &Kavya- 
kantha, and popularly addressed as Nayana, was a mighty spiritual 
personality and had a large following of illustrious disciples. It is 
a standing testimony to his spiritual sincerity, humility, and intel¬ 
lectual honesty that he recognized the uniqueness of Sri Ramana 
Maharshi s teaching, accepted Him as his Guru, and proclaimed 
him as ‘Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi’ to the whole world. 

Nayana was one of the foremost devotees of Guru Ramana. 
As an unrivalled Sanskrit scholar, who was adept in the Vedas, 
Upanishads, and spontaneous literary compositions, Nayana was 
also a great tapasvi who lived and breathed the essence of Sanatana 
Dharma. 

During a period in 1931, while residing at Anandasrama, 
Sirsi (North Kanara, Gentral Karnataka), Nayana wrote weekly 
letters to Bhagavan Sri Ramana inTiruvannamalai. These letters 
were submitted to Sri Bhagavan and replies were sent. Bhagavan 
would peruse the Muni’s letters carefully, though He Himself 
did not take part in replying except in rare instances where His 
views and advice in spiritual problems were sought. Bhagavan 
took interest in having his letters preserved and the Kavyakantha 
Ganapati Muni Trust in 1978, using Sri Viswanathaswami’s 
English translations, first published them. 

The Kavyakantha Foundation and Arunachala Ashrama, 
both based in New York, USA have carefully compiled the letters 
of Nayana and have provided in this volume an English transli¬ 
teration. We hope that this revival edition Epistles ofLightWAX 
inspire devotees to greater depths of spiritual awareness. 

Sri Ramanasramam 

25 - 4-2006 

56th Aradhana Day 



Foreword 


Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni was one of the most 
important spiritual and intellectual figures of modern India. 
He left an unparalleled legacy of works that address all the most 
important spiritual and cultural issues of humanity. He covered 
both spiritual and social concerns and provided a dharmic insight 
and impetus to shape the destiny of India forward according to 
its yogic values and energies from its glorious Vedic past. 

Ganapati was one of the greatest writers of modern India. 
Prohahly the only other writer who covered a similar range of 
topics and with such depth and inner experience was Sri 
Aurohindo. Ganapati was a consummate poet, philosopher, social 
commentator, historian and, above all. Yogi. He wrote on the 
Vedas, Vedanta, Tantra, Ayurveda and Jyotish. His works included 
his own concise Sutras on a variety of topics, much like the great 
Sutras of old, inspired poetic songs to the Goddess and the Gods, 
prose on historical works, essays on aspects of dharma, and even 
an unfinished novel. 

There was little in the Sanskrit literary and philosophical 
realm that Ganapati’s writings did not address in both depth and 
detail. Yet he based his extensive work not on any mere intellectual 
curiosity or dexterity but on a powerful buddhi gained through 
extensive tapas, devotion, and meditation. His writings flowed 
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spontaneously from a profound inner realization born of years 
of intense internal practices. His works always center on devotion 
to the Goddess and the mantric powers she is well known to give 
those who are faithful to Her. His knowledge of Sri Vidya, Sri 
Chakra and Dasha Mahavidya was extensive and reflected 
throughout all his works. 

As an important thinker for modern India as a whole, 
Ganapati Muni was of the same generation and stature as not 
only Aurobindo but also as Mahatma Gandhi, Swami Viveka- 
nanda and Rabindranath Tagore. Yet, unfortunately, he remains 
the most neglected of such important figures, though his influence 
is on the rise again. 

Why is then the Muni not better known? The main reason 
is that he wrote in Sanskrit and his works were never widely 
published or translated into modern languages. Had he written 
or been widely translated in English or at least in Hindi, his 
influence and regard would be as great as any of the other gurus 
of modern India. Another reason is that Ganapati himself was a 
very humble and other-worldly person. He did little to promote 
himself or his writings. His inner work was always more important 
to him than any outer recognition, which he never courted. 

Ganapati is most known for his connection with Bhagavan 
Ramana Maharshi, whom he viewed as his guru and held the 
highest reverence for. Ganapati was one of Ramana’s first disciples. 
He even gave him the name Ramana, showing that the Tamil 
boy guru was really one of the greatest sages and Jnanis in history. 
Were it not for Ganapati s recognition and articulation of Ramana’s 
teachings, Ramana may have even remained unknown to the 
outside world. 

Most of the Sanskrit renditions of Ramana’s works were 
done by Ganapati and his disciples. Ganapati’s Sanskrit works 
with Ramana include Ramana Gita, Saddarshana and Upadesha 
Saram, the most important of Ramana’s teachings. His forty verses 
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in praise of Ramana are a poetic classic still used prominently 
in the Ramanashram for their devotional value. 

Meanwhile Ramana was the inspiration for many of the 
Muni’s works including his magnum opus, Uma Sahasram, a 
thousand verses in praise of the Goddess Uma, that unfolds all 
the secrets of Yoga and Vedanta in the most beautiful Sanskrit 
meters. 

Yet Ramana and Ganapati were also like brothers. Ramana, 
as Ganapati pointed out and lauded him, was like Lord Skanda, 
the younger son of Shiva and Parvati. Ganapati himself meanwhile 
was like Ganesha, the elder son. Ramana like Skanda emphasized 
the essential fire wisdom of Vedanta as Self-enquiry. Ganapati, 
like Ganesha, held all the other vidyas and functioned to Ramana, 
like Ganesha to Vyaasa, as his scribe and translator. 

Their relationship extended many years, from their initial 
meeting in 1903 to Ganapati’s death in 1936, knowing of which, 
Ramana wept and replied, “There will never be another person 
like him.” Ganapati in the early days lived with Ramana and 
helped him found Ramanashram, which Ganapati sanctified with 
mantras and rituals. 

Ganapati, however, was no mere image or reflection of 
Ramana. He was a great Guru in his own right and had many of 
his own disciples in many parts of India. He also did much work 
visiting old temples and restoring the power of the deities located 
in them. Uplifting the land, the nation and the culture was one 
of part of his great endeavor. 

Ganapati’s disciple, Brahmarshi Daivarata, later became one 
of the main inspiration behind Maharishi Mahesh Yogi’s TM 
movement and its Vedic ideas. His disciple, Kapali Shastri, later 
became one of the chief disciples for Sri Aurobindo; so Ganapati’s 
influence has continued in various ways. 

While Ramana is most known for his quick Self-realization 
through Self-inquiry, which he gained at the young age of sixteen. 
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Ganapati is most known for his experience of opening of the 
suture of the skull {kapala bhedd), which lifted him while alive 
into a higher plane of existence heyond this physical world. 

The current volume, Epistles of Light, consists of letters 
written from the Muni to Bhagavan. They afford us a rare personal 
glimpse into the relationship between two such exalted souls. 
This is quite unique in spiritual literature today. The letters reflect 
a Sanskrit idiom and its older culture of reverence and respect. 
Such a hook remains a great inspiration and allows us to share in 
the special link that only two such great souls can have. 

While it is important that works like these letters between 
Bhagavan Ramana and Nayana (another name for Ganapati Muni) 
are published again, the reader should take them as a doorway 
into the Muni’s own greater work and teachings, just as to those 
of Ramana. They are but a glimpse into both Ramana’s mind 
and the Muni’s mind. 

I have had the good fortune to go over most of the Muni’s 
works, which I received originally in 1992 in hand-transcribed 
form from K. Natesan or the Ramanashram. They are one of 
the greatest treasures of Sanskrit literature and yogic inquiry. I 
related some of Ganapati’s teachings in my book Tantric Yoga 
and the Wisdom Goddesses, published in 1994. 

Recently, K. Natesan, who is now at ninety-two years of 
age and probably the oldest living disciple of both Ganapati and 
Ramana, has taken to getting all the available works of Ganapati 
preserved and copying them on to computers. He has already 
managed to publish four volumes of the Collected Works of 
Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni, and the other eight volumes are 
being printed as resources are made available. This guarantees that 
the Muni’s works are saved for posterity. 

However, we need additional Sanskrit scholars to study and 
translate Ganapati’s works into other modern languages in order 
to bring them before a wider audience. One could say that while 
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Ramana’s teachings represent the pinnacle of what Ganapati 
taught, Ganapati’s teachings represent the expansion of the 
mountain of teachings from that highest point that Ramana 
occupied. May this volume also inspire readers to take up this 
cause. 

The Muni’s shakti, like Ramana’s jnana, have a greater 
purifying and transforming force that can he of tremendous 
benefit to all true seekers today. May everyone come to benefit 
from both of these great sages and through this book enter into 
their minds and hearts! 

Dr. David Frawley (Pandit Vamadeva Shastri) 

Founder and Director 

The American Institute of Vedic Studies 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA 


Invocatoiy Verse to Ganapati Muni’s 
Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat 


\ 

Nay ana’s Original Handwriting 


^ ^ ^l-dHdlr^ II 

vande srI ramanarser acaryasya padabjami 
yo me'darsayadlsaih bhantaih dvantamatityal I 


I bow to the lotus feet of the spiritual teacher Rishi 
Sri Ramana, who showed me the Lord, shining, 
transcending darkness. 











Sri Vasishtha Ganapati Acharya 

A Colossus of Tapas and Learning 


Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni belongs to the race 
of giants who crowded in the narrow corridors of the first four 
decades of the 20* Century. 

Ganapati Muni was horn in Kalavarayai, near Bohhili in 
Andhra Pradesh, on Novemher 17,1878. His parents, Narasimha 
Sastri and Narasamamha, had three sons, the Muni being the 
second. His was a family of Sri Vidya initiates. 

A year before his birth his mother Narasamamha had gone 
to the famous temple dedicated to the Sun God at Arasavalli, in 
Andhra Pradesh. It was a holy day (Ratha Saptami) to offer 
worship to the Sun God. She stayed overnight in the temple, 
after worshipping the Lord in due manner. In the early morning 
she had a dream in which a woman of supernatural beauty emerged 
from the corridors of the temple, approached her with a fine 
shining pot, put it in her hand and vanished. To her utter 
astonishment the fine pitcher assumed the form of a male child 
the moment it came into contact with her. After her return home 
she became pregnant. 
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The father, Narasimha Sastri, also had a unique experience. 
He had gone to Banaras (Varanasi or Kashi) in Novemher 1878. 
When he was in the temple praying in the presence of the deity 
Ganapati, he had the vision of a little child emanating from the 
deity and entering into him. At the time when Narasimha Sastri 
was witnessing this vision in Banaras, his wife Narasamamha gave 
hirth to a male child in her parental home. This child was horn 
under these auspicious indications given to both parents. The 
father appropriately named this son Ganapati, rooted in the 
conviction that the child was an emanation of the Lord Maha 
Ganapati Himself. 

It appears that Ganapati was conscious of his divinity. He 
later wrote in “Uma Sahasram” and other works that he was 
horn as an amsa., a portion of the God Ganapati. He further 
expressed his conviction of the identity between him and God 
Ganapati — the guiding spirit of his corporeal existence — in 
the “Glory of Ganapati”. 

Ganapati was educated entirely at home. His father, like 
his ancestors, was well versed and an expert in Mantra Sastra, 
Astrology and Ayurveda. The young Ganapati easily absorbed 
all these subjects. Even in his tenth year he was able to prepare 
the Almanac. 

While still a boy, he finished studying the classical poems 
and then devoted himself to the study of grammar and poetics. 
At the same time he delved deep into the writings of Vyasa and 
Valmiki. He repeatedly read and reread the Mahabharata. His 
horizon widened and his intellect blossomed with an ever- 
deepening perception. Like in ancient times, Ganapati desired to 
acquire immense strength and power through the practice of 
austerities and mantra japa. 

Though married at an early age, which was the custom of 
the times, Ganapati, when hardly 18 years old set out and wan¬ 
dered from one sacred place to another, residing in places like 
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Bhuvaneshwar, where he performed his tapas. In a dream while 
in Bhuvaneshwar, Ganapati saw a woman putting honey in his 
mouth and onto his tongue and then vanishing. Later, the Muni 
himself narrated this to his disciples and said that only after this 
incident did he gain complete mastery over poetry. 

When Ganapati was staying in Kashi he came to know that 
there would he a great assembly of Sanskrit scholars in the famous 
city of Navadwipa in Bengal. On the advice of his friends he got 
a letter of introduction and started for Navadwipa. There he passed 
the difficult tests in extempore Sanskrit prose and poetry with an 
effortless ease that stunned his examiners. Unanimously, they 
conferred the title ‘Kavyakantha (one who has poetry in his throat) 
on him forthwith. He was then 22 years old. 

Ganapati returned to South India in his 25* year. From 
Kanchipuram he came to Arunachala (Tiruvannamalai) in 1903 
to perform tapas. At that time he visited Sri Ramana Maharshi 
— then known as Brahmanaswami — on the hill twice before 
he accepted a teaching post in Vellore in 1904. By his organizing 
ability and magnetic personality he gathered a group of students 
who, by the power of mantra japa, set out to generate spiritual 
energy to cure the ills of the nation. In fact, it was his strong 
conviction, like that of Swami Vivekananda’s, that national 
welfare should be placed above individual salvation. He soon 
resigned his job at Vellore and returned to Arunachala in 1907. 
It was at this stage in his life that he sought and gained the grace 
of Brahmanaswami. 

Though he was already an intellectual and spiritual giant, 
with many achievements to his credit, and a host of followers as 
well, Ganapati felt distressed that his life purpose was not yet 
achieved. He suddenly remembered Brahmanaswami, climbed 
the hill to his abode and prayed to him for upadesa. The meeting 
was of profound consequence, not only for Kavyakantha, but 
also for the world at large. 
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The Muni approached the Virupaksha Cave where 
Brahmanaswami lived on the 18'*’ of Novemher 1907. 
Prostrating before the young Sage, he pleaded with a tremhling 
voice: “All that has to be read I have read. Even Vedanta Sastra 
I have fully understood. I have ^eriormeA japa to my heart’s 
content, yet I have not up to this time understood what tapas 
is. Hence, have I sought refuge at thy feet. Pray enlighten me 
about the nature of tapas!' 

For fifteen minutes Sri Ramana Maharshi silently gazed at 
the Muni. He then spoke: “If one watches where the notion of 
T’ springs, the mind will be absorbed into that. That is tapas. 
If a mantra is repeated and attention is directed to the source 
where the mantra sound is produced, the mind will be ab¬ 
sorbed into that. That is tapas." Upon hearing these words of 
the Sage, the scholar-poet was filled with joy and announced that 
this upadesa was entirely original and that Brahmanaswami was a 
Maharshi and should he so called thereafter. He then gave the 
name of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi to Brahmanaswami, 
whose original name had been Venkataraman. 

Ganapati Muni wrote his great devotional epic hymn, “Uma 
Sahasram,” One Thousand Verses on Uma, after accepting Sri 
Maharshi as his Guru on November 18, 1907. This work was the 
magnum opus of the seer-poet. He never wrote for name or fame, 
but composed poetry as a form of tapas, inspired by his spiritual 
exultations. He composed “Uma Sahasram” in gratitude to the 
great Goddess Uma, for granting him the Maharshi as his Master. 

Vasishtha Ganapati Muni was a valiant soldier in the cause 
of Truth and Divinity. For communing with the Divine, the Muni 
was well endowed, gifted with marvelous powers of mind, intellect 
and spirit. To this day, the greatest scholars of modern times are 
astounded by his versatility and genius. With absolutely no formal 
schooling, he could immediately grasp the most intricate problems 
of the day and devise solutions. His immense scholarship of 
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Hindu Scriptures, coupled with a faultless memory and Divine 
intuition shone on his face and flowed out through his writings 
and oratory. He belonged to the era of Rig Vedic seers who 
were gods among men, playing in the world their role of 
leadership of both temporal and spiritual matters. 

The Vedic seers were by no means removed from the affairs 
of the world. In fact, these seers made themselves the vehicle 
through which the Divine forces worked for the welfare of 
humanity. To become one such perfect instrument in the hands 
of Maha Shakti was the goal towards which Ganapati worked 
and dedicated his entire life of penance. 

Though the Muni was a giant personality, he remained 
humble. Two incidents in his Divine life will illustrate this: The 
Muni and his beloved disciple Daivarata did tapas in Padaivedu, 
near Vellore, in the year 1917. As a result of these tapas certain 
mantras were revealed to his disciple Daivarata. The Guru of the 
disciple, our Ganapati Muni, acted as the scribe and noted down 
the mantras as they issued forth from his inspired disciple. Later, 
the Muni even wrote a commentary on the mantras, just as Adi 
Sankara did for the verses of his disciple Hastamalaka. 

The Muni was verily a fountain of love and affection for his 
pupils and followers, far and near. This did not deter the Guru 
and sishya from having a difference of opinion at times. Never¬ 
theless, Ganapati’s broad-mindedness and love never wavered 
on account of these differences, thus revealing his humble respect 
and genuine love for all. He even readily blessed one of his dearest 
disciples, Kapali Sastri, when he wished to become a disciple of 
Sri Aurobindo. 

I would like to make the readers aware of the fact that the 
poet-seer, Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni, met Sri Aurobindo on 
August 15,1928. He stayed at the Ashram for about a fortnight. 
During his stay the Muni meditated alone with the Mother a 
few times. 
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At the instance of Sri Kapali and Sri S.Doraiswamy Iyer 
the Muni translated some portion of Sri Aurohindo’s “Mother” 
into Sanskrit verses, with some notes. Seeing the Muni’s 
translation, Sri Aurohindo generously declared that the 
translation far excelled the original. 

Ganapati Muni was a great tapasvi whose one aim in life 
was the restoration of Mother India to her ancient majesty. Unlike 
others who aimed at liberation for themselves, this inspired soul 
believed that he must obtain the grace of God, not only for himself, 
but also for the nation, and through it for the betterment of the 
world. Towards that consummation he had done penance from 
his early youth and very rigorously during the last years of his 
life. 

Sri Ganapati passed away at Kharagpur, in West Bengal, on 
July 25*, 1936, when he was 58 years old. The Muni was the 
only known person in our times to have experienced Kapalabheda, 
which occurred in 1922 at the Mango Gave on Arunachala. As 
the result of intense tapas, the subtle knot in his head was cut and 
his cranium split. 

Sri Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni’s writings, particularly on 
the Rig-Veda and the Tattwa Sastra, will most certainly be a 
guiding spirit and lamp for centuries to come. 

K. Natesan 

Disciple of Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni 
Editor/Director, Gollected Works of Ganapati Muni 
January 2006 


Preamble 

(Reproduced from the Original Publication, 1978) 

These are a series of letters written in Sanskrit by Kavya- 
kantha Ganapati Muni from his then residence at Anandasrama, 
Sirsi (North Kanara) in 1931 to his Guru, Bhagavan Sri Ramana 
Maharshi ofTiruvannamalai (North Arcot, Tamil Nadu). There 
is reference to an urge to write weekly letters to Bhagavan. 

All letters received by Sri Ramanasramam were submitted 
to Bhagavan as well as the replies sent. Bhagavan used to go 
through them all carefully, though He Himself did not take part 
in replying except in rare instances where his views and advice in 
spiritual problems were sought. There is a somewhat humorous 
reference to this in a prayer in the very first of these letters: “May 
Bhagavan send me as reply His look, full of compassion.” 

Ganapati Muni who had dedicated his life to Tapas from 
his nineteenth year or even earlier came into contact with Bhagavan 
Ramana during his pilgrimage of Tapas, found in him an adept 
of the highest order and became His disciple. The Master and 
disciple were in their mid-twenties then, in the very early years of 
this century. Ramana’s potent Silence, look of Grace, and a few 
luminous words of direction gave the Muni the inner clarity he 
had been longing for regarding the core of the spiritual Quest. 
All doubts of the disciple were dispelled at one stroke by the 
vision of Gentral Reality vouchsafed by the Master, and Ganapati 
Muni gave his Master the significant name Bhagavan Ramana 
Maharshi after which he was known all over the world, and 
predicted in Sanskrit verse that he would shine forth as the “World 
Teacher of the Age” (Forty Verses in Praise of Sri Ramana). 
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Though Bhagavan Ramana’s unique teaching is about the 
Heart, the one source of all individuality, Ganapati Muni got 
his Kundalini awakened unaware hy the touch of Grace Divine, 
well known in the sacred lore as Shakti Nipata, at that time 
turned towards Arunachala in the year 1922, driven hy an 
irresistible urge to go to his Master and stay at His feet. It was a 
remarkably dynamic experience which swept him off his feet 
and brought about a wonderful transformation in him within a 
few days, as it had been with Ramana in his seventeenth year at 
Madura. There is reference to further development of that 
experience of Kundalini in the very first of these letters. In this 
context it would be interesting to note that opening of the 
Heart and the awakening of the Kundalini are the two main 
ways of spiritual unfoldment traditionally recognized. 

Ganapati Muni’s one great ambition in life was to bring 
about the regeneration of the Motherland, Bharata. It was for its 
achievement that he solely engaged himself in Tapas, from early 
youth. All his life was waiting for the Divine Urge to begin the 
great task, for he did not think much of mere human effort. But 
evidently his Tapas itself was the work required of him and he 
had already been engaged in it in solitude though he did not 
perceive it somehow. Hanuman of Ramayana, it is said, did not 
know the immensity of His own Power. It is an irrefutable fact 
recognized by the wise that the intense Tapas of dedicated souls 
of such great calibre is the main driving force behind great 
movements for the regeneration of mankind. 

Apart from his lifelong Tapas, Ganapati Muni was a genius 
of varied talents, a rare personality whose worth was perceived 
and recognized by veteran scholars ofNawadwipa (Nadia, Bengal) 
by conferring upon him in his twenty-first year the title “Kavya- 
Kantha”, ranking him with Kalidasa and other great poets of 
hoary antiquity. A brilliant speaker and conversationalist, he was 
famed for his ready wit and wisdom at debates on any subject. 
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He was absolutely invincible. His speeches and writing, prose 
and poetry, are superb in their originality, clarity, brevity, logic, 
conviction, and force. There is an air of majestic authenticity 
and elegance in all his writings and utterances. His range of 
knowledge was immense. 

Of his devotional works, Uma-Sahasram (One thousand 
verses in Praise of Uma, the Mother of Universe) is deemed as his 
magnum opus. It was composed in twenty days at the Mango 
Tree Cave on the eastern slopes of Arunachala as thanksgiving to 
the Divine Mother who had revealed to him the core of Spiritual 
Reality and experience through the regenerate person of Bhagavan 
Sri Ramana Maharshi. The Mother of Grace and Illumination 
appears as the Guru at the right moment when the aspiration in 
the seeker is aflame with spiritual zeal. 

There are about fifty of Ganapati Muni’s works, prose and 
poetry, unpublished. He himself was not eager to get them printed 
and published for he has said that if there were life in them they 
would shine forth by their own merit. Ramana Gita, Forty Verses 
on Bhagavan Sri Ramana, Gita Mala (Garland of Songs — A 
collection of ten of his poems in praise ofVedic Deities, and the 
Mother) and Uma Sahasram with the brilliant commentary in 
Sanskrit by Kapali Sastri, his famous scholar-disciple, are his works 
printed and published. 

Regarding his letters to Bhagavan being published now, 
no more praise of their quality and worth is needed than that 
Bhagavan Ramana Himself chose to have them carefully 
preserved. With what great love the Master regarded this great 
disciple is well known to the inner circle of old disciples and 
devotees. On receiving the telegram informing the Ashrama of 
the passing away of the Muni at Kharagpur on the 25* of July, 
1936, Bhagavan was profoundly moved and said: “Nayana has 
gone? [Pause] Where has he gone? No. He has not. Where 
are we going to see such a man hereafter? ” 
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Epistles of Light 

wmi WIWT 

^TT^: 

10-3-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 
N.Kanara 


bhagavan guhavatara! 

viditameva syddbhagavatah sundarapanditasya visvanathasya 
kapdlinasca patrairatra mama sdnucarasya tapascaritraml 
dinatrayadarabhya sarvesdni visesato mama cdnubhutayo bhavanti 
visesatah santosadayikahl svapne bahundm bhavati bhagavato 
maharserdarsanam I bhagavatkatdksenaiva seyamabhivrddhiriti 
drdho visvdsah sarvesdml 

prabho! mamdtra yd nisthd bhagavatah katdksena sampannd sd 
vijndndtmani bhavatlti vijndyatel prthaganubhavdmi 
sarlrdddtmdnarh spastarh guhdydm tathd'pi prapance 
prathagbhdvondpagatahl tasmdnneyam purno nistheti manyel tdm 
daddtu svayameva bhagavdnanekasatayojanalanghanaksamena 
katdksenal mama purvd lahari madabharavisistd kevalarh 
saktipravdhinol adhundtand lahari tu sutardrh Idghavapradd tejah 
pravdhinl drsyatel mahdkdryasiddhaye 

bhagavanmaharsikatdksacoditdh devatdh mdrh sahiskurvantlti 
drdho bhavati mama visvdsahl karundpurnam katdksameva 
pratyuttararh presayitumarhati bhagavdnl atra sapatnlkah kapdll 
mdhddevo visvandthah rahgah sltdrdmasya putrl cdsrame nitydhl 
sundarapanditasya bhaginl deveendrasarmd ca milanti prdyah 
sandhyayohl sarve ca bhagavatah katdksam pdrthayantel 

iti 

bhagavatah kihkaro vdsistho ganapatih 
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bhagavan! saddarsanarh svah prabhrti sanisodhya slghrameva 
presayisydmi padasannidhim prati\ 

vdsisthah 


10 March 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 
N.Kanara 


Lord, Guha Incarnate^ 

Bhagavan should have already known about my life 
of Tapas here with my followers through the letters from 
Sundara Rao Pandit, Viswanatha, and Kapali. Since the 
past three days all of us here are having blissful experiences; 
I am particularly happy of my own experiences. Many 
have had the vision of Bhagavan in their dreams. All of us 
are of the firm conviction that this progress is entirely due 
to the gracious glance of the Bhagavan. 

Lord, my present inner experience, achieved by 
Bhagavan’s look of grace, I understand to be inherence in 
the Vijnana-Atman, the sphere of pure intellect. I clearly 
experience my Self in the cave of the heart quite distinct 
from the body; yet, I have not ceased looking upon the 
world as different from myself. And, so I consider that 
this is not the complete and ultimate inherence in the 
Self May Bhagavan Himself bless me with that Purna- 
Nishta by His gracious look, capable of traversing any 
distance. My experience of ecstasy hitherto was particularly 
dynamic; it was pure and simple flow of power. But now 
it is perceived to be a flow of light giving a sense of utmost 
lightness. My faith is getting strengthened that the Deities 
are working upon for the fulfilment of the great task. 
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impelled by Bhagavan Maharshi’s look of Grace. May 
Bhagavan send me as a reply, His Look, full of compassion. 
Kapali with his wife, Mahadeva, Viswanatha, Ranga, and 
Sitaram’s daughter are residents of the Ashrama here. 
Sundara Rao Pandit, his sister and Devendra Sarma join 
us usually every morning and evening. All of us pray for 
the Gracious Look of Bhagavan. 

I am, 

Bhagavan’s servant 
Vasishtha Ganapati 

P.S: Lord, I shall scrutinize Sat-darsana^ tommorrow 
onwards and send it soon to your holy presence. 

Vasishtha 

* 

r\ r\ 

RRRl 

fdlcBHyi W, qqWTRf HMIKd: I 

^ I HiSidKfdWd: qq 

I q^rf qim fqiNTlqwn^i 

qqrsfq MrqrdqirBdl NN-rq FTT^g^S-dikqi 
qiHicM+idldi =q i 
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WW{' 

d-<d1^: I JW I^d^: 

^^^^1 chchiui N<^|ush^ij 

qRTFm^l ^ ^%UT: ^ | 

31W^T ^<iX^l^ddd^l 
^dMH ^JN-dH,l WITFT 

W dlPd^'4^ ^ 

w^im ^^^idfq 

dlchWpqvid T^ q^^RRsq^l 31^1^ qri^^RiqT: 
HwyMRfiqifH45iTT ^^\^\ dl=hwqiH<d-d<qd 

qnqf, d qTFTTd wn^d^d.chH,| 

^ddlRd dll^: I fl4dd<ldH,l 

dlpTS: 

17-3-31 
mangalavasarah 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan visvaguro! 

pratisaptdhamekarh patrarh bhagavatsannidhaye presayiturh 
kimapi hrtpreranamdsltl yato mangalavdsare rdtrau 
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bhagavato'nugrahena me svatmanistha siddha, tatah sa eva 
vdsarah patrapresanaya nirgharitahl atra sarve kusalinahl 
tatrabhavato niranjanandasvaminah patrarh militarh 
visvanathasyal sdmanyastatra vdrta kacana kincidvisadakaryasltl 
tathapi nityatvamatmano vicintya smasvasto'ntaratma 
visvanathasya cdsmatprabhrtmam ca\ 

saddarsanam sthiravdsaro samdpitaml tatra yathdsakti 
bhagavatah sukacchandasam tdtparyamupajdtisu sangrhltaml 
atrdsmdkam margadarsl srlmdn laksmanasarmd vandanlyahl 
samsodhane mama hastayoh svatantryamuparuddhamupalaksya 
svatantraslokakaranayaivopakramya pdramagamaml yadi 
mamanuvade kascidgunah sa bhagavato’nugrahl 

tarn sthiravdsaramdrabhya mama drstirvilaksand'sltl aham 
pasydmlva sarvam paddrthamekasadrupaml ayamabhydso 
drdhlbhuydnubhavatayd paryavasanno bhavatviti prdrthaye 
bhagavantaml salile budbuddnlva pasydmi satyekasmin 
rupddivakdrdnl prayate tdnvisrjuya sarvatra sadrupam bhoktuml 

bhdnuvdsara eva prahitam saddarsanaml ciranjlvl kapdll 
saddarsanasya tlkdmasminneva dine kartumdrabdhavdnl 
anugrhndtu bhagavdn tasydh nirvighnaparisamdptiryathd sydtl 
tlkdsamdpteranantarameva tlkayd saha tanmudranaprayatnah 
kdryo, na prdgiti prdrthaye ramandsramacalakaml 

atraivdsti mahddevahl sarvamavaddtaml 


iti bhagavadanugraharthl 
vdsisthah 

17 March 1931, 
Tuesday, 
Anandasrama 
Sirsi, N.Kanara 
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Lord, Preceptor Universal, 

An urge from within prompts me to write a letter to 
Bhagavan’s presence every week. As it was on the night of 
a Tuesday I got established in my Self by Bhagavan’s grace, 
fixed that day itself for writing my letters. All are well 
here. Viswanatha has received the letter from the esteemed 
Swami Niranjanananda. There was some information in 
it somewhat depressing.^ But Viswanatha and others here 
got consoled at heart by the remembrance of the 
immortality of the real Self 

The Sanskrit verse of Sat-darsana was finished on 
Saturday. The import of Bhagavan’s verses in Tamil Venba 
metre has been brought out in it to the best of my ability. 
I bow to Sriman Lakshmana Sarma who led me to take 
up this work. Perceiving the restriction of my hands in 
correcting His rendering, I myself began composing and 
have completed it. If there be any excellence in my verse 
rendering, it is Bhagavan’s Grace. 

From the Saturday my vision became distinct. I may 
say that I see everything as the manifestation of One 
Existence. It is my prayer to Bhagavan that this vision 
may culminate as spontaneous experience unassailable. I 
see as bubbles in water all formation in one existence; 
and I try to discard the former and experience pure 
existence alone always. 

Sat-darsana was sent on Sunday and I hope it would 
have reached the presence of Bhagavan before this letter. 
Chiranjeevi"^ Kapali has begun his Tika (commentary) on 
Sat-darsana today. May Bhagavan bless this endeavour so 
that it may be completed unhampered. I request the 
manager of Sri Ramanasramam to wait for the completion 
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of the commentary and get Sat-darsana printed with it 
and not before without it. 

Mahadeva is continuing his stay here. Everything is 
alright. 


Praying for Bhagavan’s grace, 
I am, 

Vasishtha 




r\ r\ 

mm 


^flTT^chKUiJjii! 


^hMlfedl ^TTTR^I 5F?T 


51^: I ^ R^g^lMsfq ^dc^N^l! 




^Nrd^M^FT ^TTcTTH E^l 
^Icdl^+idl '<?'M^d5 
Rl'^d '^^IlddNt^l'bl II 

i<drMldd^E^ ESTH, 
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37^ 37TrJTT ^ 

77T ^ichUdRnl ^ II 

^ “THTc.M^K^'iidl^ =q” ^ wr q# 

qrT^TTFng^^Tfri^! ST^sfq im dlfdTiMJIdl I 
^ ^THTFT qi^ dq ^71^: flfdq q^ qq^' 77 d 
^c||cqq|c|q|J| ^ I 377q q qidTTq fd^^qi d d ddl^ 

qqsTqrq TTfdq: qq qd^^qdtfd i qq drqqr 77 fdq dq 
ddm qdT^ qg: I 4 ^^r=h[^^sq qiN'^MI'JINiq:? fd 
qq di^Ji ^4 ^? q^:qqi^s?q7q 
77fdq^qqiqTqqii? TT^qq^i ^ 7 ^ ffdqidqq^i 
^nqcqqdRgqq d^^Kd t^: q^ ^qfer TqqwTd 
W'^kd: I ^ qqq^dTWSqdRS^: 77 qq dF7 
7d^ I dl^: d^ q71 77q^ tI d7^ 73 ^ 

q^STqqTR ^dT^^T: I 

q^d! 37dddq wm drqqr q^ddi77fdq ^dw^dl^ qm 1 

^ d 

^ddkdi^ldl II 


24-3-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 
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hhagavan karanaguro! 

bhagavadanugrahena vayam magna nityam tejorupayarh 
bhagavatkarunayaml yavachchakyarh samskrtya sadvidya presita, 
saddarsanasya vyakhyanam nadhunapi kapalina samarabdhaml 
purvottarasandarmaparlksayai grantham sakalyena savimarsam 
samprati sa vlksatel tasya yatra yatranuvade tatparye 
muladadhikarh nyunarii veti samsayastam tarn bhagam punaraham 
parlksya samlkartumasmi pravrttahl atra vatso visvanatho'pi 
bhavatyavayoh sahayahl 

yavatsarupabhrama atmani syat\ 
atmanubhuto yadi rupahlnah 
sisyeta purnanavadhirdrgekal I 

etatpadatrayasya sthane, 

sarupadhlratmani yavadasti\ 
arupa atma yadi kah prapasyet 
sa drsti rekanavadhirhi purnaW 

iti padatrayam racitaml “sarupabuddhirjagatlsvare ca” iti 
prathama pado tathapurvaml 

bhagavan mayaputrasamharin! adhunapi mama bhedadhl 
rnastamupagatal aham janami yadi tava ksanikah sankalpa eko 
bhavettarhi sa me sidhyet sarvatmabhavayoga iti\ api ca janami 
svecchaya na te manasi kascidapi sankalpah padarii karisyatltil 
isvara eva tadrsam sankalpam tava manasi janayitum prabhuhl 
prcchetkascit ko'yam dravidapranayamah? kuta isvara eva 
nanugrhnatu svayarh? kah prayaso'nyasya 
sahkalpamutpadayitum? satyam\ idarh rahasyahi 
krtijanaikavedyaml jagratyavatarapuruse taddvaraiva vibhuh 
kartavyarh kuryanna svayamiti siddhantahl yo 
yadarthamutpanno'vatarapurusah sa eva tasya karyasya 
nirvodhal nanyah kasciddevo manusyo va\ sarvesvarena hi tasmai 
khalu datto'dhikara stadrsahl 
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prabho! atastava manasi tadrsam karundsankalpam 
janayitumlsvaram prdrthayel 

iti te 

janandntarabhrdtdl I 


24 March 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord, Master of Primal Cause, 

By Bhagavan’s Grace, we are, as it were constantly 
immersed in the effulgence of Bhagavan’s compassion. 
Sat-Vidya'^ has been returned by post corrected and 
improved as far as possible. Kapali has not yet begun his 
commentary on Sat-darsana. He is just now making a 
critical study of the work in its entirety to scrutinize the 
pros and cons of its contents. Whichever portion of my 
rendering of the original he doubts as exceeding or 
deficient, I am revisiting and setting aright. Our 
Viswanatha also is of help to us in this task. 

Bhagavan, Slayer of Maya’s offspring,*" the sense of 
separate existence in me has not yet vanished. I know 
that one flash of your wish could bless me with the 
experience of Absolute identity with the Universal. And 
I know also that no wish whatsoever could step in by 
itself at your Heart. None but the Lord of the Universe 
could generate such an urge from your Heart. One might 
ask, “Why this roundabout way? Could not God Himself 
bestow His Grace directly on any one? Why should He 
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bother to cause such an urge arise in someone else?” True. 
This mystery only a blessed few could comprehend. When 
the person incarnate is present, it is through Him alone 
the Lord operates and not by Himself That is the tradition. 
The person incarnate alone bears the burden for which 
He is born and not any other being celestial or human; 
for such indeed is the command He has got from the Lord 
Supreme. Therefore, my Lord, I pray to the Supreme to 
impel that such an urge of Grace arise from your heart. 

I am. 

Your brother, ever with you from the past. 


r\ r\ 

mm 

I m ^ NNr^ll^ 

'hMlfod: qi4: Wm I 
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dr!ifd=h^l?W^ ^ ^NrclddN^ Wm\ I 


T^! m ^ I 

“ ^TFR! d^ dWSTd^ WW\: %l4 

Zt^k dJNkd^' 

^dd^Md^l <^|-dR'd d 

d^' ^dddNd dTdd: ^ Wdldtc^d^d^ Jd^ I 


! dd d^ dHdT: I d dd ?d?^^7T^ddTTddddT: 
W Idd^^IdT I ^ ^ ^ ^iHg^’dl^STd 
Td^pid I “d^ ddl^S^: I” dddd,’^^ dd 
dddd^l 


r 


<N 


^Td 

d^ dTldH: I 


31-3-31 

Sirsi 

anandasramah 


bhagavan, lokacarya! 

hhagavadanugrahadatra sarve kusalinahl rangardyah dgdmini 
soniavdsare prasthito bhaumavasare sdyarh bhagavatsannidhim 
prdpsyatil atra tasya hrdi jdtd bhagavaddarsanakanksaprabalaiva 
hetuhl vayam ca sarve satyam bhagavaddarsanakdnksinah\ 
tathd'pi bhavatyekaikasyaikaikah pratibandhakahl aham tu 
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bhagavato vydpakasaktimattvarh vicitydsmi samdsvastahl athavd 
davisthabhaktdnugrahanavyasanamevddhikarh bhagavaddrsteh I 

vatsasya kapdlinah saddarsanamulaparlksd pdryah samdptdl 
upakramisyati tlkdml dvipaddkdrasya sddhoh patrarh 
viscandthdya likhitam militaml srlramanaikavimsatermudrane 
mama na kascitpratibandhaka dsayahl tatpustakamdsramasya 
svam bhavitvatetdvatl mamdsdl 

bahujanmasakha, vibho! bhagavatkatdksena mama sdnucarasya 
vardhate tapahl rangdrdyasca 

paramabhaktydvesendvddldekamutsdhavardhakam vdkyam I 
“ndyana! tava tapaso'bhivrddhaye bhagavatah kainkaryam 
karisydmyahamekammdsaml “yadi rangardyasya kainkarydya 
bhagavdnmahyam katdksam vetanarupatayd dadydttarhi na me 
rangardyddanyah kascidadhiko gurudaksindprado miletal athavd 
rahgardyamdvistd pracandacandikaiva madartham devasendpate 
rbhagavatah sevdrii karisydmltyuktavatlti manyel 

varada! mama sahasram santu kdmdhl 
te sarve tvatkatdksakirandtapataptdh serate hrdayaguhdydm 
murchitdhl eka eva tu slrsamunnabhyddhunapi vijrmbhatel 
“nasyatu mamdsuddho'hahkdrahl ” bhagavan purayemam mama 
kdmam I 


iti 

tvadlyo vdsisthahl 

31 March 1931 
Sirs! 

Anandasrama 


Lord, Teacher Universal, 

By Bhagavan’s Grace all are well here. Ranga Rao 
who has a strong urge from within to see Bhagavan will 
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be starting from here on next Monday and reaching the 
presence of Bhagavan on Tuesday evening. Though all of 
us have really the same longing for the darsana of Bhagavan, 
each one has some impediment or other. I, for my part, 
am well consoled by the contemplation that Bhagavan’s 
look is keener to bless and protect the far-off devotee. 

Chiranjeevi Kapali has almost finished his study of 
the original text of Sat-darsana and he is about to begin 
the commentary. Viswanatha has received the letter from 
the good devotee of Bhagavan, the author of the (Telugu) 
version of Sat-darsana in couplet form. I have no objection 
whatsoever about getting the Hymn of twenty-one verses 
in praise of Ramana printed. It is my desire that is should 
belong to the Ashrama alone. 

My Lord and friend of many births: My Tapas in the 
company of my followers is progressing by virtue of 
Bhagavan’s Look of Grace. With intense devotional fervor, 
Ranga Rao spoke something thrilling. He said, “Nayana! I 
am going to serve Bhagavan for one month for the 
unhampered progress of your Tapas. If Bhagavan gives me 
His gracious glance as remuneration for the services of Ranga 
Rao, none else could be found paying me more Guru- 
dakshind !— or it might be the Mother (of the Universe) in 
Her dynamic aspect who spoke through Ranga Rao: “I shall 
serve Bhagavan, the Lord and Leader of the Force Divine.” 

Giver of everything desirable! Though I may be having 
a thousand desires, they are all set at rest within the cave 
of the Heart, scorched by the effulgence of Your benevolent 
look. Only one of them sprouts forth raising its head even 
now. May my impure ego perish! My Lord, grant me the 
fulfillment of this aspiration. 
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I am, 

Your own, 
Vasishtha 

* * 

r\ r\ 


wwiwjmi 

^JNcMK^T^ m\: f^lRld I ^TFTl^: 
WlPclN^irH I ^hMlfeHl 

I WlxF^T: 

HW^'lNdWH TM ^NdH^I NH^^^Id 

^T^iiM^dld ^ I ^ 

qqr qF>M ft^sr ^ 
q^dfdrd^ii^fq qrorwi =q ^^qiq: i ^ d f^N<N 
’Fdd <dN'^dH,l d^SN ^'sR TO dRoft 

MNdqi TTOTI ^ TOdldT 

MITOli =q ^^1 diq qrq: ww??: qqsj^'-^feRdd: I 
cRfTSTq ^Id'HK'H'S;^^ ^ Middled?F^: I Rd<P| 
dFqqro difer qfdwid^i dii^ ^ 
FTOFld^l 5F^ =d dlHNfcidd dTdd^l d 

TdW^: H^MKIdcqi: I ^ dR dJ-df^dl^ 

dRR q? fdl^rH: deleft ddd^ Hf4d.^lRb: ^SR 
d^T^dT: I 
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W ^TFT Mq 

i^iNUi |^K«=lrqi I 

JTFT^ qR 


r\ 




^<d*JHI''Ndi qimy: 


7-4-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan pararsaya! 

bhagavatkatdksendtra sarve kusalinahl rangardyo'sminneva dine 
bhagavatpadasannidhirh prdptah sydditi manyel sdmdnyathah 
sarvdnvisaydntsa kathayedeva sannidhaul vatsena kapdlind 
samarabdha saddarsanasya tlkdl mulagranthasya gauravdttasydh 
bhdsyamiti ndmaivocitamiti mayd sucitaml vimrsyamdnam 
vimrsyamdnarh saddarsanamatlva gabhlram drsyata iti vadati 
kapdlll racana kdla eva mayd tasya gdmbhlryarh buddhaml mito'pi 
sa grantho mahatastattvasdstrasya yogasdstrasya ca sutraprdyahl 
atra na kincidapi paramatam khanditaml tathd'pi sarvd'pi 
purvapakslkrtd paresdrh ghooranl vicitrayd vidhaydl atra 
yukto'tlva hrdayasprsah panditdndrh pdmardndrh ca tulyaml ndtra 
prdyah pramdnagranthah kascidapyullikhitahl tathd'pi 
srutisdrasahgraha iva pratibhdtyesa granthahl asya vivarane 
bhdsyakdrena bahvasti pratighatayitavyaml bahvasti nutanam 
prakdsayitavyaml granthena ca ndtivistrtena bhavitavyaml 
visaydsca na vistrastavydh pramukhyena nirupayitavydhl imam 
sarvarh bhdram samyahirvodhurh sakta eva syddvatsah kapdll yadi 
bhagavato nistulasaktih ko'pi katdksalesahl 
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maya pracandacandltrisatl ndma kimapi bhagavatlsotram racitaml 
tatraikah stabako rangardyena likhitvd nltahl 
sampratlndrasahasramarabdhaml mdmasya karmanasca pdram 
gamayitumarhati bhagavdn I 

iti 

srlramanabhdgavato vdsisthah 

7 April 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirsi 


Lord, Scion of the Line of Parasara,^ 

All are well here by the benevolent look of Bhagavan. 
I hope Ranga Rao would have reached the holy presence 
of Bhagavan this day itself and informed Bhagavan of 
everything here in general. Kapali has begun his 
commentary on Sat-darsana. I have hinted to him that 
Bhashya would be the appropriate name for the 
commentary on Sat-darsana considering the greatness of 
the original text. Kapali says that as he continues to study 
Sat-darsana, he finds more and more of its depth and 
profundity. I sensed its deep import even at the time when 
it has just been revealed by Bhagavan. Though the text 
(of Ulladu Narpadu in Tamil) is very brief and terse it 
contains in a nutshell the secret of profound works of 
philosophy and yoga. It is aphoristic. Though there is no 
refutation of any other system of thought in it, yet all 
other trends of thought have been very skilfully relegated 
as immature. Its reasoning touches alike the core of one’s 
Heart, be he learned or ignorant. Though there is almost 
no quotations in it from any work of authority, yet this 
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treatise shines forth as an epitome of the essence of 
traditional teaching. The commentator has in his 
explanation much to establish and many new points to 
elucidate. He has to ably clarify the contents, leaving 
nothing unexplained, and the commentary should not be 
too dilatory. Kapali would certainly be capable of bearing 
and fulfilling all this responsibility by even a casual and 
tiny flash of Bhagavan’s unique and potent glance. 

I have composed a hymn of three hundred verses in 
praise of Prachanda-Chandi (the Mother of the Universe 
in Her dynamic aspect), known as Prachanda-Chandi- 
Trisati. Ranga Rao has taken with him a canto (of 25 
verses) copied from it. 

Just now I have begun Indra-SahasramP May 
Bhagavan enable me to fulfill this task also. 

I am. 

Devoted to Bhagavan Sri Ramana 
Vasishtha 

^ ^ 


r\ r\ 












20 


Epistles of Light 





^NilKdl J7W JlW'^fd HddRigH,l 


chMlk!>dS3^ fl^iiMdl'^^<ddH,l ^ 
diilKd^^MHMK (^K^Hd:) 


Rl(d>dH,l ^ ^ ^ 

Mfd^HI^R+=h # I 


! qRqi ?nRt ^wms^ Rwri 

^JN<iq-d ^ I 

N^MIrqPiyi ^ TTFT Hd.<d^MMyiq|: I 

qri^^^TJT^TTvRlIq q^T ^dyWKRrq^ ^ I 

3Fd^ qTiqWR#nqilq TW ^lifeRTT%R?qi ^ I 

^ ^ #qTSTq ^ ^ Middled^ 

^ddN-dfd I 


W! rd ^ Wm 1^: ^ WFT =q^TJRN: I rd ^ 

RpTO T^: I I 

rd#q: 

qrRrq: 


14-4-31 
saurasamvatsaradih 
anandasramah 
Sir si 
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bhagavan daharasya! 

pratigrhdnemdni nah samvatsaradivandanani vadhayaslrbhihl 
jayamangalottaro bhavatvayam nah sanivatsarastava kurundydl 

adya mumbdpurito daivardtah sah bhrdtrd 
sltdrdmendnanddsramamdgatahl acirddito gokarnam gamisyati 
putrasyopanayanam nirvartayitum I 

vatsasya kapdlinascalati saddarsanabhdsyalekhanaml vatso 
mahddevo vaisdkhasuklapratipadi (cdndramdnatah) sthiravdsare 
prasthdyeto bhdnuvdsare sdyam nipatisyati bhagavaccaranayohl 
(19-04-31) 

rahgardyasya patram militaml visvasimi sa vd sundaresvaro vd 
pratisaptdhamekaikarh patram vistraksyata iti\ 

ndtha! paripakke tapasi vyapagate'hahkdre sthirdydrh 
sahajasthitau bhagavaddyatte sarvasmin karanajdle sarvani 
sddhitarh manyel vijhdndtmanisthd me darsayatu mdrgarh 
mulakharupanisthdydh I 

antato bhagavaccaranasannidhdveva mama purnd 
sarvestasiddhirityaharh jdnel pratlkse tarn subharh kdlaml 
samprati davistho'pi nedhistha iva pratibhdtvayarh 
bhagavaccittasya I 

prabho! tvarh me bhavasi hrcchayah aham te bhavdmi 
caranasayahl tvarh me niyoktd vibhuhl aharh te kdryasya kartd 
ddsah I 


iti 

sarvathd tvadlyah 
vdsisthah 
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14 April 1931 
Solar New Year Day 
Anandasrama 
Sirsi 


Lord Residing at the Heart, 

Graciously accept our prostrations of devotion on the 
Solar New Year Day and shower your blessings upon us. 
May this year be, by your Grace, one of expanding success 
and prosperity for us. 

Daivarata, with his brother Sitaram, has arrived here 
at Anandasrama from Bombay. He will be proceeding to 
Gokarna shortly to fulfill his duty of performing the 
Upanayanarrf° for his son. 

Kapali is going ahead with his commentary on Sat- 
darsana. Mahadeva will be starting from here on Saturday, 
the first of the bright half of Vaisakhf^ and arriving there 
on Sunday evening to bow at the feet of Bhagavan. 

We have received Ranga Rao’s letter. I hope either he 
or Sundareswara would write us a letter every week. 

My Lord, I consider everything achieved when on 
full maturity of one’s Tapas the ego gets annihilated, 
spontaneous Self-awareness is well established and all the 
senses are entirely dedicated to the Divine. May my 
inherence in the Vijnana-Atman (pure intellect) show me 
the way to get established at the Source, one’s Reality. 

I know that the perfect fulfilment of all of my 
aspirations is to be accomplished only at the proximity of 
Bhagavan’s feet and I am awaiting that hour. For the present, 
may this devotee, staying at some distance, appear very 
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near to Bhagavan’s Heart. Lord, You reside within my heart 
and I at Your Feet. You are my Master and Director, and I 
am your servant, your instrument to do your work. 

I am. 

Always yours, 
Vasishtha 


^ * 




WWiJ. ^dkd<! 


JTOT^d^FIdlST^ I MldHdd 
I W(\ Flf I 5^ ^ 



FH! dldlNtJdl+H 


^^Kdfdd 

r\ r\ r\ 

R^iJFTFT I 




r\ 



qiFidiH,! qf^didh^q^ wri^ 
q^^ldlH,! q ^hld^kd <l^lkl=hl: 

^ ITH ITH ^Rt^, fTH fTHRT^ d^ 


d^ RRdd mm Rdd I 
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22-4-31 

gokarnam 


bhagavan! sarvantara! 

cirnjlvino daivaratasyanurodhena tatputrasya 
somasyopanayanakdle sannihito bhavitumidam 
gokarnaksetramdgato’smil itah pratinivarte sthiravdsarel mayd 
saha vatso visvandtho'pyatrdgatahl putrl ca sltdrdmasya saha 
mdtdpitrbhdam I 

vatso mahadevastatra sukhena pravisto nandati 
bhagavaccaranasannidhavati visvasimi I 

yo guhdydm vasati svayarh ca guhahl yah pari sete samsdrindm ; 
vijfmbhate yogindml yasyaivdtarujjrmbhanarh kathayanti 
dvitlyam janama manujhdndm I yam vaisvdnararh klrtayanti 
mantradrastarah virdjarh darsanikah yasya jhdnarh svarupam, 
jhanarh sarlram, jhdnarh sthdnarh, jhanamayudharh tasmai namo 
bhagavate yavisthdya bhavatel 

iti bhavadlyo jyesthardjah 

22 April 1931 
Gokarna 


Lord Immanent in All, 

Impelled by dear Daivarata to be present at the first 
initiation function {Upanayanam) of his son, Soma, I 
have come down to this holy spot, Gokarna, and I shall 
be returning from here on Saturday. Viswanatha also has 
come here with me and so has Sita Ram’s daughter with 
her parents. 

I hope Mahadeva has arrived there all right and is 
happy at the proximity of Bhagavan’s feet. 
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Who resides within the Guha (cave) and is Himself 
Guhad^ who is asleep within the worldly-minded and 
shines forth within the Yogis, whose awakening within is 
described as ‘Man’s Second Birth’, who is extolled as 
Vaisvanara by Rishis,'^ as Virat by the seers of later systems 
{Darsanas), whose reality is Jnana, whose form is Jnana, 
whose abode is Jnana, I bow to that younger son of Siva, 
Bhagavan, Yourself 


I am. 

Your own, 
Jyeshtha Raja'^ 




r\ r\ 




r\ r\ *\ r\ 


MldM^-dlSlFT 

TRT^ I TO: TO 

N<3Hld1 JTrWd^TO^: I 

WqRTO ^^NdlTh 

q| I TO I TO ^ 
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tl^JNNHdTcIMfdN 

^l^if^d^^d^Rld ^ST^!R3d:^| 

dl^iilf^^idJ 31FTT^ 

^ ^-dlNW I 

MNdMVs^J|)d!ifd=hlH wfedIM I dd 
J|)dldld.l ^JNcMINMI d^rfedT I 

r\ 

^Td 

?d^Wdiw Wild: 

anandasramah 

sirasi 

28-4-31 


bhagavan! karunamaya! 

pratinivrtto'smi sthiravdsare gokarnatl vatsayordevasundarayoh 
patre militel asmindine kendpi daivena preritah rksamhitdyd 
bhdsyam kartumdrabdhavdnasmil sikandrdbddatah appudampatl 
samdgataul ciranjlvl visvandthasca mayd saha gokarndt 
pratinivrttahl vatsasya kapdlinascalati saddarsanabhdsyaml 

saddarsanasya madlyam slokaparivartanam 
mulatdtparydnusdryeveti bhagavatoktam devo'likhinnije patrel 
tanme'bhavadutsdhdya mahatel bhdsyam ca kapdlinah 
(ydvadabhut) pusndti ramanlyakamasddhdranaml 
guhaganapatitattvaprastdve mayoddhrtam drdvidapadyarii 
srlmaharseh cdrusmitamajanayaditi devo’likhatl 
tddrsasmerabhagavanmukhadarsanabhdgyam tasydsltl asmdkam 
tadvdrtaiva sutardm babhuva santosdyal 

sundarena preftdnlndragltapustakdni militdnil mama kisoori 
gltdmdld bhagavatpdnind Idlitd sydditydsamsel 
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iti 

tvadekayattacitto ganapatih 

28 April 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirsi 


Lord, Grace itself, 

I returned from Gokarna on Saturday. The two letters 
from Deva and Sundara have been received. Prompted by 
some urge divine I have begun today a commentary of 
the test of Rig-Veda. 

Appu and his wife have come here from 
Secunderabad. Viswanatha also has returned here from 
Gokarna with me. Kapali is progressing with the 
commentary on Sat-darsana. 

Deva has mentioned in his letter the word of Bhagavan, 
that my Sanskrit-rendering of Sat-darsana conveys the 
import of the original (Tamil verses on Venba-metre). That 
gave me great joy. Kapali’s commentary, as far as it has been 
written, is rich with unique charm and elegance. 

Deva says in his letter that the Tamil verse (of 
Bhagavan) quoted by me in my exposition of the significance 
of Guha and Ganapati brought forth a charming smile on 
Bhagavan’s face. He was blessed to behold that captivating 
expression on Bhagavan’s countenance and we are thrilled 
to hear about it. 

The copies of Indra-Gita sent by Sundara have been 
received here. I hope my child Gita-Mala}"^ would have 
been fondled by Bhagavan’s hands. 


28 


Epistles of Light 


I am, 


With my whole heart intent on you, 
Ganapati 


r\ r\ 

mm 




MldWI^dH,! ^ ^ R^lPd^l^ ^iTdWR ^^ITH 
VII4<df^ d^Pi^fd dkMddd ^ I 


W! m W?f I N^NMd<Rl4^r^^ I 

^M-d-d-d d^kddld'ddd TO W 

FRpmr dhlWK^H<^ ^TO.1 ^THFd 

TON ^ l^'TO 

Hr^N^dddlild ^ TO TOTTOFd^ 

TOdH 3TOTO TOT dMiilkdl: I W^' 

TO^q^n^: I 315^: ^N^M^Ikdl: I ^ d^dfd 


TOdT: cbN^M^Ikdl: I 3TTO ^ ^TTO ^ 


r\ N 


r\ *\ 


r\ *\ 


•N 


TOH TOTOTOldTN J3 I d Td^ TOi^;^ TOd JT I ^ 
^ TfETO TOW^kl^d dlTO ^ I TO RdT dTTO ^ 
TOTN^gqi^: I ^3 ^ fldkddNI^ddfd RTdTO^ 
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I ^ ^ ^ I 

T^SJ ^ ^ ^ WW{' I 

^ dr=bl4wfd m RWT: I Hr4 dd,l ^ 

^ Hl=h=hl4: 

^Ff4: 


5-5-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan! mayamanusya! 

iha sarvamavaddtaml vatsasya sundarasya patrarh gataguruvdsare 
pratimilitaml yadi sa svasya visrdntikdle katipaydni dinani 
bhraturdevasya bhaginyd vajrdyasca savidhe netumicchati 
tatpriyameva me\ 

prabho! mama sthitim srlcaranasanni dhaiil 
kincinnivedayitumutsahel kecinmanyante mahantamanandameva 
paramarh laksyaml apare manvate niratisaydrh 
yogasiddhisampadameva mukhyarh laksyaml pare jdnanti 
sukaduhkhdtltarii kdmapi sthitimeva pradhanarh laksyaml Hare 
budhyante mrtyuvijayamevdgryarh laksyaml aharh tu jane 
kdmopasdntimeva kamanlyam laksyaml asdratayd bahavah kdmd 
upasdntdhl vidhutah kecidupasantahl anubhutdh kecidupasantahl 
durarh gacchateti prdrthitdh kecidupasantahl asdro vd sasdro vd 
bhavatu kascideka eva kdmo nopasdmyatyadhundpi mel tarn 
niseddhurh saktireva ndsti mel tarn durarii gaccheti 
prdrthayitumicchaiva nodeti mel prdptirh vind ndsti tarn 
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prasamayitumupayahl sa eva me sarvatmabhavanubhavasya 
pratibandhako bhavatlti vijndyatel atra mama kaste bhagavatah 
sahdnubhutim ydcel viditasca me sa kdmo bhagavatahl 

sarvaraksaka! tavaiva tatkdryamiti mama visvdsahl satyam ca tail 
sarvam bhdram kinkarasya sirasi niksipya nopeksitumarhati 
bhagavdn I 

iti 

bahusu janmasu tvayd sahaikakdryah 
tvadlyah sagarbhyah 

5 May 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord in Mortal Guise, 

All are well here. Sundara’s letter was received here 
on the morning of Thursday. If he wishes to spend a few 
days of his vacation in the company of his brother 
Mahadeva and sister Vajra I am also glad about it. 

Lord, I venture to state my present condition at the 
presence of Bhagavan’s feet. Some consider Supreme Bliss 
as the ideal par excellence, others look upon the splendid 
yogic attainment as the main goal and others think that 
some state beyond happiness and misery is the thing to 
strive for; yet others are convinced that the conquest of 
death is the highest of aspirations. But I for my part know 
that the cessation of desire is the most desirable goal. 
Many of my desires have died of their flimsiness; others 
have been kicked offl Some others disappeared on 
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satisfaction; yet others vanished, entreated to leave me 
alone. Whether it is worthy or worthless, one desire alone 
persists in me unabated even now. I am absolutely 
powerless to prevent it. Even the urge to discard it does 
not arise in my heart. There seems to be no other way of 
getting over it but my fulfilment, and I see that it alone 
obstructs my experience of the Self of all. I pray Bhagavan’s 
sympathy at this difficulty of mine. Bhagavan knows what 
it is. 

Protector of all! It is my belief that it is your own work 
and it is the truth. My prayer is that Bhagavan should not 
keep aloof throwing the whole burden on his servant’s head. 

I am (Ganapati), 
Your collaborator in so 
many of your incarnations 
and of the same parentage 

* >K * * 






r\ r\ 

RRIEI 


^ JldtlhdWi MldWfodH,! 
dET ERTliq dFR,! 
qERTd dl WW\t diW Eh 
diNdd-qiik'Ji 'm 
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qRm I ^ ^ MR^TNdH,, Hid^J^PdR N^<dd 

%Pf I d^ M|J^N-d: ^^\i\: l^dR% ^TW 

dJNrHIvId^ I M^IHIfd ^'f^KI: I ^-^c^d^dd^ 
TJc55TT^=^dT?W3^TTR I 

^'^rH'iild: I T^ ^ dT ^ d^ 

^1 31^ TdTdW dddcdlRbHN^Idd I ^ 
iilOidldddl I Wm vdld^MI Td^ (^W^M) iTTd I ^ 
^T^?^dT -ddlrddldl^dddd) dl^ dd^ fRTRTd cjdidi 
Mrdld'dN %?dd d ddfd I ^ dd Tdted 
dd did:? dl^ (N^MIcdHyi) TO ddl^: ^^ddld 
^TNd d^? ddd d? did HS3^ ^rad d d^?T dd^ 
'^ddd? d^THd^Wdd ddcd^dlNvl ddW 
ddWch^Pimid^N^ ddTd#d i^ sdd^? did ddd^ 
T^ d?^: dli PiKd^d^H I ddt dddd I 


^id 

d ^HI’H^S*l«-'M’HldK*J||S*-c1dl'<Hi 
d^did: 


20-5-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan! avyajakaruna! 

ciranjlvinah sundarasya ghanarh patrarh gataguruvdsare 
prdtarmilitaml bhagavatpadacchayaiva nivdrayatu tasya 
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sarvamapi tapamlbahusatakrosaparyantam prasarati ya 
bhagavatah karuna sa kim nikatastham kancidananyarsaranam 
bhaktam nardrlkuryat? 

atra vatsasya kapalinah saddarsanabhasyam samaptaml 
tatranantare dve karye parisistel bhuya ekada purnarh 
parisodhanam, niravadyamantimam vilekhanam ceti\ tatra 
samskrtamule itah pragyavantah sarhskarah krtaste presita eva 
bhagavatsannidhayel paryaptaste samskardh\ 

anyatsarvamanavadyam muladravidacchandatatparyanusari I 
kascitsamsayahl bhagavantam vind karh vd prcchdmah? ko vdnyo 
vakturh ksamatel ahantd trividheti bhagavatsuktibhirvijndyatel 
ekd sarlramdtragatdl anyd jlvarupd vijndna (vrttijndna) mayil 
Hard saddsrayd suddhd sarvdtmabhdvdnubhavavatl tdsu prathamd 
samsdrdya trtlyd nitydnanddya cetyatra na bhavati sarhsayah\ 
yeyam dvitlyd tatra nisthitasya kd gatih? tannisthd ( 
vijndndtmanisthd) kim kramasah purndnubhavdya sddhanam 
bhavet? utaho na? yadi niscayena sddhanam na bhavedatha 
kasmai phaldya? athavd kaddcit sddhanam bhavetkaddcinna 
bhavediti updsakadrstivisesasdpeksd kdcidasti kirn vyavasthd? 
atra bhagavato ninarhyarh vatsah sundaro mahyahi 
likhitumarhatil namo bhagavatel 

iti 

te suprasiddho'nanyasddhdrano'ntevdsl 
ganapatih 


20 May 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord of Spontaneous Grace, 

The heavy letter from Sundara was received on the 
morning of last Thursday. May the cool shade of Bhagavan’s 
Feet itself remove his entire affliction. Bhagavan’s grace 
spreads over any distance. Will not its cooling effect 
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permeate through a devotee staying nearby with no other 
refuge? 

Kapali has completed his commentary on Sat-darsana. 
There are two more things to be accomplished. The whole 
of it has to be revised once more and a flawless final copy 
made. In this task, all the corrections made so far in the 
Sanskrit text have been sent to the Presence of Bhagavan. 
Those corrections are over. All the rest of it is impeccable 
and I hope it conveys the import of the original Tamil verses. 

There is a doubt. Whom else are we, your devotees, 
to ask about it and who else could clear it? It is known 
that by the utterances of Bhagavan that the ego is if three 
aspects. One of them is limited to the body. Another is in 
the form o^jiva with its thinking faculty. And the third is 
the pure ‘I’, embracing the pure existence (the Ultimate 
Reality) and experiencing itself as the one Self of all. Of 
these, the first is involved in the whirl of the world and 
the third is the experience of eternal bliss; there is no 
doubt about it. What is the destiny of one who is 
established in Vijnana (i.e. pure intellectual awareness)? 
Does his experience serve as a step on his way, leading 
him on to Awareness Absolute or not? If it does not at all 
serve as an aid here, what then is its function and purpose? 
Or, is there any law by which it may not lead one on to 
Awareness Absolute, depending upon the distinct outlook 
of aspirants? Sundara should kindly convey me Bhagavan’s 
decisive view regarding this problem. 

I am. 

Your well known and unique disciple 
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r\ r\ 


wwii 

ci'lchWif^ d^:, 

dMKlRl^ 4\\m^ ^ R^KI^I 

■Hi |c(^1<f4'|wJ|=hld.vH-^fd<5|'J|Ml^fd 

W\: I dl^^lldi 

fe'-^RMIsfdR^iJk'^T ^ M^lfdlRH 

JWl^: I dR<RNRd | ^ ^ 


^ ^iilfed: I ^ I ^RT]^ 

MRdlH Mf4d.|j^JMdlS^d#^ irf? ^TRtRt I d^^kd 
^ 5rR: I RiRicilRdkd ^ RM I 

RWT: I 



27-5-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


hhagavan! purusasrestha! 

yaddyatanam bhavati lokottarasya divyasya tejasah, 
yatrdsmakam sarvesdmdsdbandhah, yadabhyuditam tapordsisu 
vdsisthesu tasya mahordse 

rbhagavacchlrasyosnakdlajanyasvedavranapldeti sundarasya 
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patradagamya vydkulamasmdkam manahl atitlksandndmapi 
tadrsdnam vrndndm praharasyaikaikadd 
lipyamdno'timadhuragandho bhesajam prasastamiti 
mamdnubhavahl tadidamdveditam caranasannidhaul iyatd 
kdlena sarvani svasthamabhavadityeva visvasimil 

iha sarve kusalinahl pratidinam utsdho vardhatel manye 
bhagavataiva preritdni nistulddgaganato'vataranti mahdmsi 
samdmsi ca\ ullasanti ca sanre\ sithillbhavanti ca prdyo 
granthayahl purnd siddhastu 

srlbhagavaccaranakarundsdpekseti drdho'smdkam visvdsahl 

iti ramanabhdgavatdgranlhl 

27 May 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord, as Man Superb, 

Our mind is disturbed to learn from Sundara’s letter 
that Bhagavan’s body, the lustrous abode of effulgence 
divine, born in the line of Vasistha, replete with Tapas, 
wherein are centered the hopes of all of us, is afflicted 
with summer, skin-irritation of sweat-glands. I humbly 
submit to Bhagavan my experience that the paste of Ati- 
Madhurcf^ applied every three hours is a remarkable 
remedy even in very severe cases of such trouble. But I 
hope everything would be all right by now. 

All are well here. Day by day our zeal is increasing. I 
believe that illuminations are descending upon us from 
above, sent forth by none but Bhagavan, thrilling our 
systems and evidently loosening the knots of bondage 
within. It is our Arm conviction that our integral perfection 
depends upon the Grace of the blessed Feet of Sri Bhagavan. 
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I am, 

The Leader of Devotees of Bhagavan Ramana 

>f: * * 


r\ r\ 

mm 




IciKdddl^l 




■*\r 




gWJTT cilRbcdH^I ^TTR^ 


MRh^vIdNHNdlHH ^ d^ddMJ|dW^lfB|chH,l 
WW\' ^Rl^Rtdl<WM=hl^l ^TT^ 

(Rid^uui^^Mdi^) RT 
d''ldS,’ddl’did*JN ^ I 


^1<BU|J|)dWI: Hl^dlcM^WI: 

NN^^N^hldtilWIdi 

fd>Rdddl<l d TdW^TW ^ g M^IH^MKId ^ 

foRdcdl WwRfd 51^ RiRddH^I 





d^'7Td: 
















































3 8 Epistles of Light 

3-6-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan! dlnabandho! 

bhagavatopadistamartham sundarah patre likhitavdnl 
tendsmdkamiha samsayah sarve nivrttdhl 

paricchinnabhdvdbhdvasydnubhava Isvarasya muktdndrii ca tulya 
iti bhagavadvacanamatrasmakamanydnapi kdmscit sandehan 
vyandsayat\ asti jagato niyantesvarahl asti ca muktdndm 
purusdndm vyaktitvaml tesdmanubhava eva tulyah 
paricchinnabhdvdbhdvavdniti tena vacanendvagatamihdsmdkam I 
(Rest of this paragraph not in translation) etena bhagavatah 
saddarsanarh drstisrstivadayavakasarh dadatiti vadan praksah 
pratyuktahl saddarsane'pyasti tasmai paksdya pratyuttaraml atra 
mama sakhd subrahmanyamahdkavisca (movaikkannamurughanar) 
mark samathayati bhagavadvacanarthanirnaya iti visvdsahl 

srlramanagltayah sandhratatparyayah punarmudranaya 
visayasucikamadhyayanani likhitum pranavanando mahyamekarh 
patram likhitavdnl na kevalarh visayasucikdm api tu 
parydptamupoddhdtarh ca likhitvd presayisydmlti mayd 
pratuttararh likhitaml 


iti 

srlcaranakamalabhramarah 

ganapatih 

3 June 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord, Friend of the Lowly and Meek, 

Sundara has conveyed in his letter the explanation 
vouchsafed by Bhagavan, which has dispelled all the doubts 
of all of us here. Bhagavan’s statement that the experience 
of the absence of any sense of finiteness (limitation) is the 
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same for the Lord of the Universe and for the liberated 
ones has completely set at rest some other doubts of ours 
also. We have understood by this statement of Bhagavan 
that there is the Supreme Lord, the Ruler of the Universe, 
that the liberated do also exist as distinct entities and that 
their experience of the absence of finiteness alone is the 
same. With this, the answer to the question is that 
Bhagavan’s instruction gives scope to the Drishtisrishti 
doctrine (simultaneous or sudden creation). Sat-darsanam 
also contains the answer to this effect. I trust that my 
friend Mugavaikkanna Muruganar will support me in this 
understanding of Bhagavan’s statement. 

Pranavananda has written me a letter, asking for the 
Table of Contents of chapters for the reprinting of Ramana 
Gita in Telugu. I have replied that I shall send him not 
only the Table of Contents but a comprehensive intro¬ 
duction as well. 


I am. 

The Bee, Happy at Your Holy Feet, 
Ganapati 

>[: 


r\ r\ 
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^im^Pi ^nk 4 )=i, 


■^r\^ r\Cr\ . 





f^dNIN^k':J=hKI'J|WMHI<HW ^=IKMi <^'h<'J|N 
- ^ dFT - 


I 


d^fd^KI^MN ^ WI WJ^ I 
<+i'J|dl'*ld^^: I 


^IdiW^HIWdl ^IkKsIdM-^fdlkidl ^ ^k^dl«7T 

FTW I ^ <t>d^lfdd^fR^ diW^-WIWd:; 

'hKUHjiisjRdN^kldd I 

dFT mR^^HI^: 

d<ri'^k'^ qwq^ RifodH,! 

TFT 5RTk^S-d<kTTI I ^^5kTFT ^hNlfod FT^ W^: 
FTTTW‘5p:^l 



^tRtH: 


9-6-31 
Sir si 

anandasramah 


bhagavan! lllamanava! 

adya srlmdturmahdpujddivase svikurusvdsmdkamito vandandnil 
yd munlndrh trdtdram srlrdmam kausalyeva, yogavidyopadesakam 
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srlkrsnam devaklva, dkaumdrabrahmacdrinarii desikarii 
parasudharinam renukeva, sarvabhutabhayapradam sdkyamunim 
mayadevlva, bhaktapdpabhdrabhrtarh manusyakumdram merlva, 
sarvairetairrgunairvisistam bhagavantarh bhavantam lokasya 
hitayavidyandhakdranamapanodanaya kuvdddndm durlkarandya 
satyasydvedandya ca susuve, tasmai sundarapriydyai 
saundarydbdyai namahl namastadadyisthdndya ca 
mdtrbhutesvardya bhagavatel namastatpujakebhyasca 
ramanabhdgavatebhyah I 

srlnarasimhasvdmind srlniranjandnandasvdmind ca 
manmitrdbhydm presitam bhagavatascaritrarh militaml vayarh 
sarve krtajndstatrabhavato narasimhasvdminah; yo 
mahatlmamulydrh ca sanghasya sevdm cakre 
kdranaguroscaritavilekhanenal 

sudarasya kusumapatram militaml tasya parimalendsramah 
sarvah surabhirabhutl tadanubandhi bhagavatsandesdvedakam 
patramanyacca militaml mama prasdnto'ntardtmdl 
srlsaddarsanasya kdpdlinam bhdsyam prdyah samdptamabhutl 

iti 

ramanabhdgavatacaranadhulidhdri 

vdsisthah 

9 June 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord, Apparent as Man in Sport, 

Accept our prostrations from here on the Holy Day 
of the Blessed Mother’s worship.'^ 
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We bow to Soundaryamba,'^ consort of Sundara who 
brought you forth, the Lord, endowed with all the rare 
qualities of the Great incarnations, for the welfare of the 
world, for the annihilation of the forces of ignorance, for 
the elimination of perverse polemics, and for the revelation 
of Truth-Reality — as Kausalya, Devaki, Renuka, Maya 
Devi, and Mary brought forth (respectively) Sri Rama - 
the protector Munis, Sri Krishna — the teacher of Yoga- 
Vidya, Parasurama — the lifelong celibate preceptor, Sakya 
Muni {Buddha) — who gave refuge to all beings, and the 
Son of Man {Christ) — who chose to bear the weight of all 
devotees’ sin on Himself We bow to Mathrubhuteswara,^° 
installed and presiding over her Samadhi, and to the devotees 
of Bhagavan conducting the worship at the Sanctum. 

The Life of Bhagavan sent by my friend Sri Narasimha 
Swami has been received here. All of us are grateful to the 
esteemed friend Narasimha Swami who has rendered great, 
inestimable service to humanity by writing the Life of 
Aster Incarnate. 

We have received Sundara’s Letters of Flowers and 
the Ashrama here is fragrant all over with it’s perfume. On 
seeing the leaf annexed to it conveying Bhagavan’s message, 
my heart got composed. Kapali’s commentary on Sri Sat- 
darsana is almost complete. 

I am. 

The Adorer of the Dust of 
Ramana’s Devotees’ Feet, 
Vasishtha 
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r\ r\ 




^ I T^rq^ 

HdN-^1 ^IHM 

WW\t RnHI^HIH,! ^ ^ 

I ^ ^^kmiRb ^n^Rwi^i 

r\ •% r\ •% 

dTRH: 


176-31 
Sir si 

anandasramah 
hhagavan! karundmaya! 

atra sarve kusalinahl ksipanti dhydnena punyaisca prasahgaih 
kalanil naitdvanme vdncitaml jdndti hhagavan yanme vahcitaml 
tatra prdrthaye bhagavatah sivendsarhsdml saiva me 
devatatmanugrahanidhaye rdvdramudghatayitum kllikal saiva 
mamdtmasaktirh pratumausadham I 

iti te kihkaro 
vdsisthah 


17 June 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 
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Lord, of the form of Grace Itself, 

All are well here and spending their time in 
meditation and meritorious pursuits. But my ambition is 
not that much. Bhagavan knows what my ambition is 
and I pray for Bhagavan’s gracious blessings for its fulfilment 
as that is my key to open the treasury of the Grace of 
Devatas (deities); and that is the Elixir capable of restoring 
my real strength (of the Atman). 

I am. 

Your servant, 
Ganapati 

r\ r\ 






^IdiRT ^ ^ fel^ I ^ ^ WigEd% wm 
dN'^^dlfd I Wd^ gEddi =d fdl^ 





EldBTd: I 

^ddd I ^dd-ddd<ldH,l 



^fd 

d^^TddRdddddL: 
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24-6-31 
Sir si 


bhagavan! acarya! 

samaptam bhagavadanugrahena kdpdlinarh bhdsyaml adhund 
suddhapustakalekhanamarabdham I dve suddhepustake 
likhitavyatvena samudistel tatra prathame pustake vistrtd 
bhdsyabhumikd pancadasdnarh slokdndrh bhdsyarh ca likhitel sva 
sdyarh prathamapustake lekhanam samdptarh bhavisyatlti manyel 
anantaram dvitlyam pustakarh ca vilikhya pustakamekamdsramdya 
prdyah saptdhamadhye presyatel 

srlmdn rangardyah samdgatah sukhenal 
dsramasuvdrtdbhiradydpyasmdn ramayate I 
sarvamanyadavaddtam I 


iti 

saddarsanaparivartanakdrah 

24 June 1931 
Sirs! 


My Lord and Master, 

Kapali’s commentary has been completed by 
Bhagavan’s grace and a fair-copying has begun. It has been 
decided that two copies shall be made. The extensive 
introduction and the first fifteen verses have been copied 
in the first one. I expect that the first copy will be 
completed by tomorrow evening. After taking a duplicate 
of it, one of the copies will be sent to the Ashrama most 
probably during the course of this week itself 

Sri Ranga Rao has returned here all right. He is just 
now making us happy by his accounts of everything at 
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Bhagavan’s Ashrama. Everything here has been already 
communicated to Bhagavan. Nothing more to add. 

I am, 

The Translator of Sat-darsana 

^ ^ ^ ^ 


r\ r\ 

I ElM^I 

^ dNI^hld. I ^P5f ( W ^mi 

TW gEd^ dld^'l^fd dldW^^Kd I 

chMifodI TW TdT^ MldB^l^dd,! 
dTR^sfq fi^iRld I 

^ ?dWR^: 
dRdTd: 

1-7-31 

anandasramah 

bhagavan! mahdsena! 

samdptam saddarsanabhasyasya suddhapustakadvayalekhanaml 
ekarh pustakamasminneva dine dsramdyah presyatel 
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asminneva dine bhagavaccaranadarsanotsuko vatsau 
visvandtharangardyau prasthitaul acirdt prdpsyatah sannidhiml 

atra varsdkdla drabdhahl yantra ( motdr) sakte vrstydrdram 
bhavediti bhiyd pustakam ndnayorhaste dattaml 
vdrtdlayadvdraiva presyatel 

vatsasya kapdlino bhdsyam mama visistdm prltamajljanatl 
visvasimi bhagavato'pi hrdayam sprseditil 

iti tvaccaranabandhuh 
ganapatih 

1 July 1931 
Anandasrama 


Lord, Great Leader of the Army Divine, 

Two fair-copies of Sat-darsanam Bhashya have been 
made and one of them is being sent to the Ashrama today 
itself. 

Viswanatha and Ranga Rao, eager for the Darsan of 
Bhagavan, have started from here today itself and will be 
reaching the presence of Bhagavan shortly. 

The rainy season has begun here. The fair—copy is 
being sent by post. It has not been entrusted to them for 
fear of its getting wet by rain. 

Kapali’s commentary intensely delighted me and I 
hope it will touch Bhagavan’s heart also. 

I am. 

Ever bound to Your Holy Feet, 
Ganapati 
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r\ r\ 

mm 


wwiwm^i 

^ I ^ ^ I #TOI?^TFRT 

<Ndf^ 5RR7T?TT^ 

^d^HH Md^du^d 

'mmi\ 


m drm^SjRdd ka^WTT id>Rd4^”^^l: I H 

=d dddrHRl'^ m ^ 

d^T^I N<3^lNdl R^adl^ wfedH^I ^T. qi^: 

^ FRTkd NqqNf5diqiq^^isTq dddd^^d^ui 

^IkdlS^^I 


r\ 

^id 

qiRrq: 


8-7-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan vimalacaritra! 

atra sarve kusalinahl vardhate tapo bhavadanugrahenal 
srlnarasimhasvdmind manmitrena racitasya hhagavaccaritrasya 
prasamsdtmakam parisllanamandhrapatrikasampadakena 
krtamanena patrakhandena saha preftaml 

asti mama bhagavatascaritramandhrabhasayarh vaipulyena 
likhitumuddesahl sa ca manoratho bhagavatsannidhau 
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sthitasyaiva mama sidhyetl pratlkse tarn subham Miami 
cirahjlvino visvanathasya patram militam I sau. parvatyah jvaro 
nitantam visamavasthamapanno'pi bhagavadanugrahena samprati 
Mnto'bhutl 


iti 

srlbhagavatkathakhadanarasiko 

vdsisthah 

8 July 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirs! 


Lord of Life Immaculate, 

All are well here. Our Tapas is progressing by 
Bhagavan’s Grace. A review by the editor Andhra Patrika, 
praising the life of Bhagavan by my friend Narasimha 
Swami, has been attached to this letter. 

I have an idea of writing in detail the life of Bhagavan 
in Telugu. That wish of mine could be accomplished only 
during my stay in Bhagavan’s proximity and I look forward 
for that auspicious day. 

Viswanatha’s letter has been received. After a very 
critical phase, Sow. Parvati’s fever has just now subsidized 
by the Grace of Bhagavan. 

I am. 

The Relisher of the Sweetness 
of Bhagavan’s Life, 
Vasishtha 
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^ ^ ww\: imr 1 5n^ 4^[Hk 

T^^TTH I chillM^JNcMRd^l W7T qWTRRT 

^toirklFTT^I ^ WT I 

d^l'-^ldM ^ W: I 3#TT?TTfRf qT% ^^NM^fd 

NHl4d I H^dd^' I ^ 

dlft ^ ^? WW{' 

d<Kd<M<Mh^<l ^Rdt dU'^dd ^TTI 

WIdT qiqiluilH,! ^ihhih^i 

^ q^ wfqi^qi ^ ddd^Thd^ i h 
^ ^^gj^stefqdTRvr q^ chKWrdi i 

# 


15-7-31 

anandasramah 


bhagavan punyasloka! 

atra sarvam kusalam bhagavatah krpaydl prdntena satatavrste 
rmandanlva dindnil tathdpyantah kayacidbhagavatpreritaya 
saktyd pacyamdndndm tlvrdnlvdsmdkaml na kutascidapi drsyate 
suryasya prabhdl tathdpydtapa iva smah\ asminmahati pdke 
mukhyah sildho bhagavdneveti ndsmdbhi rvismaryatel 
nirvetaneyarh bhagavatah sudavrttihl atra karmani kdcana ndrl ca 
karoti bhagavatah sahdyyakaml sd kd? bhagavatah sasthasya 
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madoddhatarajadarpacchido jananl parcanda candyeva sal 
sarvasya prerayitd yajamdno'styupari bhaktdndm pdmardndml 
sarvato jnanindml sa eva sarvasydhamo mulam hrdlti 
hhagavaduktamatra smdryatel sa bhunuktu slghram 
sudadvarabhilasitamannam pakkam kdrayitvdl 

iti nararupam 
pacyamdnamannam 

15 July 1931 
Anandasrama 


Lord of Glorious Fame Auspicious, 

Everything is alright here by the Grace of Bhagavan. 
On account of continuous rain all over here the days are 
somewhat dull; yet our hearts are evidently alert within, 
as they are being transformed by some power prompted 
by Bhagavan. Though not a ray of the Sun is seen anywhere, 
we feel ourselves being in sunlight. We never forget that 
the chief cook in this great cooking (going on within us) 
is Bhagavan. And this occupation of Bhagavan carries no 
remuneration. In this scheme, there is a women working 
with Bhagavan. Who is she? She is none but the Mother 
Divine in Her dynamic aspect. Mother of the sixth 
incarnation of Vishnu {Parasuram), who put down the 
tyranny of arrogant kings. There is the Master above, the 
mover of all devotees as well as that of the worldly-minded, 
the sole inspirer of the regenerate ijnanis). We recollect 
Bhagavan’s utterances here, that He himself is the Heart, 
the source of all ego-sense. May He, by his cook, get the 
food of His choice cooked soon and eat it. 
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I am, 

The food being cooked in the 
form of a man 


r\ r\ 

mm 




wn i Ncbif^di wm \ N^iRdi 

511^4: I ^RdR=hliiWNdd I qffe: 


m: I I Miltdl 

I FRT?T 3T--?:R^ dW d#TT 

I MdRl^iRd dTO ^JT^I df^l^lfui 

^:?jHTFI Wd I WT ^ dJWMJhd^Rl: I ^ 
dddh^ddMIdR-s^: I ^#4 ^ dWt dTdT dRd^: I 


r\ *\ 

^ d 

N<-ddl drh: 


d'JTdTd: 


22-7-31 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan! bhaktavatsala! 

viksito mantrajapasya mahimdl vilokito yogasya sdrahl vicdrito 
visesatah sdstrdrthahl caritamekdgrdlocanena tapahl parlksitah 
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kundalinyah sakterulldsahl nirlksitamahamo janmasthanaml 
anvlksito maunena prakrteh pdkahl durlkrto bhedabhdvahl 
nirdkrto visayasafigahl nirastarh cdpalaml abhyastam sthairyaml 
tathdpi ndsmi trptahl samprati jigamisurasmi bhaktyaiva trptiml 
tasydstrlni sthdndni bhavantil prathamam sthdnam 
bhagavdngururmaharsihl dvitlyam sthdnam 
bhagavdnbhuvanapatirindrahl trtlyam sthdnam bhagavatl mdtd 
bhdratabhumihl 


iti te 

cirantano bhaktah 
ganapatih 

22 July 1931 
Anandasrama 
Sirsi, 


Lord, Full of Compassion for the Devotees, 

The grandeur of Mantra-Sadhana has been seen. The 
essence of Yoga has been perceived. The import of 
scriptures has been scrutinized in particular. Tapas has 
been performed with concentration of mind. The play of 
Kundalini-Shakti has been investigated. The source of Ego 
has been felt within. The transformation being effected 
by primordial Shakti Divine has been watched in tune 
with it in silence. Differentiation has been discarded. 
Attachment to sense-objects has been quelled. Craving 
has been effaced and steadiness practised. Yet, I am not 
satisfied. I am just now out to achieve that inner satisfaction 
of heart through Bhakti (devotion). There are three places 
for it. The first is my Master Bhagavan Maharshi; Indra,^^ 
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the Lord of the Universe is the second; and the third is the 
Glorious Mother India (Bhagavati Bharata Mata). 

I am, 

Your devotee from the distant past, 
Ganapati 

>f: * * 





r\ r\ 

mm 


ddld^INNI: FWTl^ ^ ^FTTFI I 

^TT RJdT IFdTd ^ MhcLII^dlH,, ^iRFWI,, 
^FFfR ^l^sfq ^TT ^ dihlildUdl mm 

WJT^ # TFT RW: I dT FTT;^ F FF: 

I d^ FTTd FFd^ cild.|iifd: I 

3T^ di^sfq HdFdd^ddiMT mm 

m\^ mw R FFFFRT^^FTTF cR THFhldl 
^#R5FF MdRdd-dINH I ^T^^ 
FtMRtF 5TM ^TRTd FFFWTFdl^TFF^FFd ^ 
R^FT I %dTTFFlFR%R FTRRFF F FTTFFT^F 
dHdF^dd^[d^RdF,l ^T^ FF WfT: FFSR d L^HFFI: I 
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imw-eivl: 

31-7-31 
(asadhakrsnadvitlya) 
anandasramah 
Sir si 


bhagavan! lllamanava! 

asmindine - mama tapahsahacarydh bhagavato 
majjanamargantevdsinyah klrtirsesdydh mahadevajananyah 
niryanadine svlkurusva me namdrhsil sd smrtd krntati me 
nirutsdhatdm, vardhayati kdryotsdham, janayati 
mahadautsukyaml adhunapi sd te bhaktdgraganyd carati 
prdnaloka iti mama visvdsahl tdrh smarato me sarvah smrtipatham 
ydtyarundcalavdsahl tadanu smrtipatham ydti bhagavato 
llldmurtihl atlva kasto'pi nitdntamanubhavdmi kdmapi 
saktilaharlml 

vatsah kapdll vatsd pdrvatl ca bhagavaccaranadarsandya tatra 
samdgatau sarvamatratyam vrtdntarh niveditavantdviti manyel 
srlmantau sdvitrlvitthalardyau dampati 
bhagavaccaranasevdsukhamanubhavata iti visvasimil 
kendpibhdvodrekena paratantrasya me ndsmindine 
calitamanubadhastutilekhanaml athavd mama svdsdh sarve'pi te 
stutimaydhl 


iti te bhaktdydh 
visdldksydh 
viyogabhardvasannah 
vdsisthah 
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31 July 1931 

(Ashadakrishnadvitiya) 

Anandasrama, 

Sirs! 


Lord, Assuming the form of Man in Sport, 

On this anniversary day of the passing away of my 
spiritual Consort — who has left her fame behind, the 
disciple who followed Bhagavan’s way of Divine within. 
Mother of Mahadeva — accept my prostrations. Remem¬ 
bered, she dispels my gloom, enlivens the urge to proceed 
with my mission, and brings about rare joy It is my faith 
that she, your eminent devotee, is moving about among 
the living. As I think of her, the whole period of my stay at 
Arunachala (Tiruvannamalai) comes to my mind together 
with the beautiful form taken by Bhagavan in Leela, and I 
experience an indescribable flow of power even in the midst 
of great difficulties. 

I hope that Kapali and Parvati who have come over 
there for the Darsan of Bhagavan would have conveyed 
to Bhagavan everything about us here; and also that Savitri 
and Vittal Rao are having the felicity of Bhagavan’s 
proximity. 

I am unable to compose the usual verse in praise of 
Bhagavan at the end of my letter today, overpowered as I 
am by some excessive exhilaration. It does not matter, for 
my very breaths are in praise of you. 
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I am, 

Vasistha, 

Overpowered by the burden of 
separation of your devotee, Visalakshi 

^ ^ ^ 






U: ^^ Mc^dhldlST^ I ^ 
# HddRl^^^^fd R fl-dldl^Rdd1 I 



^ ddld'-'M'dNK'JII dl’dT 

TT'JTqm: 


kuluve 

4-8-31 


bhagavan sthitaprajna! 

hyah sayarh daivaratanujasya sltdrdmasya grham 
pratyatrdgato'smil atra sthdsydmi vdramekaml samprati 
dinamastau ghantdstlvrdya tapase viniyujyanta iti 
nivedayitumullasati me santosdllekhinll sarvamavadataml 

iti tavananyasadharano ddso 
ganapatih 
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Kuluve 
4 August 1931 


Lord, Shining as Consciousness Universal, 

Arrived yesterday evening. I am here at the home of 
Sita Rama, the younger brother of Daivarata. I shall be 
staying here for a week. My happy pen thrills to inform 
you that eight hours every day are now devoted to flaming 
meditation. Everything is all right and bright. 

Your unique servant, 
Ganapati 

^ * 






I m I ^ RRNW 


W]^\ 
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r\ 

^Id 

gRf: 


15 - 11-31 

sorab 


bhagavan rsipravara! 

anujnato bhavata'ham pravisto'smi ghoraya tapase nirdistam 
sthalaml manye ; bhagavadanugrahena sa kdla dgato yam prati 
pratlkse bahubhyo varsebhyahl samprati naikamapi ksanam 
vyarthlkartumutsahel atra mamdpeksito bhagavato 
rasmimdnkatdksah - kim ca Mah katdksahl 
nopeksitumarhatyekakdryamimam bahujanmasahacaram 
bhagavdnl na me kascidasti samsayah “catusdtsvapi 
yadbhagavatah karund sahajd”\ iyam tu mama prdrthand - dho 
anurodhah - dhosvitkimapi pracdlanaml yatkdryam kartum 
bhagavdnavatlrnastasya rangasthalam nirmdtu prerayemam 
parijanam! kurvimam samartham parijanaml 


iti 

tvadlyah munih 

15 November 1931 
Sorab 


Lord, Foremost of the Rishis, 

With your approval I have arrived at the appointed 
place to begin my intense Tapas. I think the time, which 
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I have been expecting for the past many years, has come 
by the grace of Bhagavan. I cannot bear to waste even a 
moment Just now. Here, in my effort, I am in need of 
Bhagavan’s powerful ray of Grace, with its cooling aspect 
as well. Bhagavan should not forsake one whose mission 
is the same as His and who has been with Him in many 
of His former incarnations. I have absolutely no doubt 
about Bhagavan’s Grace, as it spontaneously flows even 
towards animals. But my prayer is this: ‘Let there be no 
more delay or wavering’. May Bhagavan impel this 
follower to prepare the ground for the mission for which 
Bhagavan has incarnated and may He grant him the 
necessary capacity. 

I am. 
Your own. 
Muni 


Notes & References 


' Guha is the younger brother of two sons of Siva (elder being 
Ganapati), described as the dispeller of ignorance and bestower 
of Jnana, residing in the heart-cave of all beings. 

^ This is a manuscript copy of Sat-darsana, the Sanskrit version 
of Ulladu Narpadu, composed by Ganapati Muni. Ulladu 
Narpadu, a unique Tamil composition of Bhagavan, consisting 
of 42 verses about the nature and experience of Ultimate Reality. 
^ Gommunicating the death of a parental uncle of Viswanatha. 

prefix to names of persons younger than oneself, meaning 
long-lived, wishing longevity to them. 

^ A Telugu rendering in couplets of Bhagavan’s Ulladu Narpadu 
(40 Verses of Existence) 

^The Ego, born of primeval nescience, described as the terrible 
Shura, demon-son of Maya in the Puranas. Subrahmanya, the 
second son of Siva, is the slayer of Shura. 

^ Offering of gratitude a disciple pays to his master. 

^ Vedic Seer of antiquity who sung the praise of Agni, the fire 
of Gonsciousness, in resplendent Mantras shooting forth like 
tongues of flame. 

^ A Thousand Verses on Indra 

first initiation of a boy into the study of the Vedas and the 
beginning of his spiritual life 
“A month 

'^The word Guha, in its feminine form, means cave — the 
cave of the Heart here — and in its masculine, the Dweller in 
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the cave — Subrahmanya, the younger son of Siva, the elder 
being elephant-headed Ganapati. 

Seers of Mantras 

Jyeshtha-Raja is one of the principal names of Ganapati, 
meaning the Prince Senior. He is reputed as Lord of all Mantras. 

A compilation of ten poems by Ganapati Muni on the Vedic 
Deities, the Mother Divine, and the Master, with also a poem 
on the Essence of Yoga — just then published. 

'“"A medicinal root 

Annual Day of Worship on which the blessed Mother of 
Bhagavan attained liberation by His Grace. 

The Sanskrit equivalent of Alagammal, Bhagavan’s Mother’s 
Name in Tamil. A/^z^ 2 /-Soundarya-means beauty, gracefulness 

Those who dedicate themselves to Tapas and are effulgent 
with it are known as Munis. 

God appearing in the form of one’s mother. This is the name 
of the deity at the temple of Siva, on the Rock at Tiruchirapalli, 
South India. 

It is well known to the discerning Vedic Scholars that ‘Indra’, 
the chief, was the term used by Rishis of Yore to denote what is 
conveyed by 'Ishward Supreme Lord of the Universe) of 
later days. It was one of the chief achievements of Ganapati 
Muni that he has delved deep in to the Vedic Revelations of the 
Rishis, rediscovered its hidden treasures and conveyed some of 
them to his disciples and others interested. 


